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Indiana Wesleyan University 

John Wesley Honors College 

HNR 375 A & B: Who is Our Neighbour? A Question about Bodies in Space 

 SP 2018, T/Th, 9:25AM & 1:40PM, Goodman Hall, Room 205 

Course Blog: https://iwuspatialityproject.wordpress.com/ 

 

Dr. Lexi Eikelboom 

Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow in Theology 

Office: Goodman 203F 

 

 

 

E-Mail: lexi.eikelboom@indwes.edu 

Office Phone: x2496 

Office Hours: T/Th, 11-1:30; by appt. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Liberal Learning and Life Calling 

Seminars are interdisciplinary studies 

of the foundational questions 

intrinsic to human existence. Each 

seminar explores the nature and 

significance of one of these 

questions: most fundamentally, 

within the framework of historic 

Christian theology and practice, but 

also in the light of various relevant 

academic disciplines and 

contemporary ideologies. The 

ultimate goal of the seminars is to 

equip students to better understand the meaning and purpose of life by cultivating an historic 

Christian vision of human flourishing and the capacity to discern how this vision relates to 

competing conceptions of human existence.  

 

In Matthew 22:36-40, Jesus is asked, “which is the great commandment in the Law?” and he replies, 
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ The whole of the Law and the Prophets depends on these two 
commandments.”  Neighbour-love is therefore defining of Christian identity.  These two 
commandments are repeated in Luke 10, and afterward it says that a lawyer “wishing to justify 
himself” asked Jesus, “and who is my neighbour?”  The purpose of this class is for us to answer the 
same question:  Who is our Neighbour?   
 
Jesus answers this question using the parable of the good Samaritan, in which we see that two 
people who were not supposed to have any claims on each other – Jews and Samaritans – were in 
fact neighbours and as such responsible for one another’s well-being. Understanding the significance 
of Jesus’ parable therefore requires us to keep track of the social identities and relationships that set 
the stage for identifying the people who we have mistakenly believed do not have a claim on our 
love, or whose needs, which should determine the way in which that love is given, we have not 

The Presidio Modelo (Panopticon-Style Prison, Cuba) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi09IyS-7zYAhUo54MKHTJ3DNYQjRwIBw&url=https://miepvonsydow.wordpress.com/2015/10/03/the-presidio-modelo-was-a-panopticon-design-prison-in-cuba-the-design-allowed-all-the-inmates-to-be-watched-by-a-single-watchman-without-the-inmates-being-able-to-tell-whether-or-not-they-were-b/&psig=AOvVaw2LcmECqytWFWhwWEv_ZY8_&ust=1515108966468605
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understood.  If we are to know to whom we are called as neighbours, we need to keep track of the 
ways our identities as strangers and neighbours are being constructed.  
 
This course will focus, in particular, on the ways in which organizations and conceptions of space 
create neighbours and strangers. Space is not neutral. While we are seldom aware of it, the ways in 
which space is organized influence the ways in which we relate to one another by encouraging 
certain ways of relating and discouraging others. This course uses resources from cultural/human 
geography, social theory, and philosophy to interrogate the ways in which the spaces we currently 
occupy affect community, justice, diversity, and power-relations and examines the ways in which 
scripture and the history of Christianity may provide theological resources for constructing space 
differently. 
 

Meets Intercultural Competency requirement. Prerequisite: HNR 170. 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES AND GOALS 

By participating in and completing the course requirements, students should achieve the following 
course outcomes and demonstrate growth in the following course goals: 
 
Course Outcomes 
Students should be able to: 

1. Articulate ways the Church, through Scripture and reflection upon Scripture, constructs 

ideals for diverse community within the body of believers and within the broader world.  

2. Describe particular socio-economic problems and ideological challenges inherent to modern 

conceptions of what it means to live in community. 

3. Explain how disciplines such as theology, history, sociology, political science, and 

intercultural studies should inform their approach to issues of diversity, community, and 

reconciliation. 

4. Effectively address in speech and writing issues of diversity in light of Christian conceptions 

of reconciliation. 

 

Course Goals 

Students should develop: 

1. Devotion to the glory of God as expressed in loving and serving God and neighbor. 

2. Faithfulness to the body of Christ as the primary community in and through which one is 

equipped to love and serve both God and neighbor. 

3. Appreciation for diversity as fundamental to God’s creation and for the reconciling vision of 

Christian redemption.  

4. Commitment to diversity and interpersonal reconciliation as essential to their Christian 

vocation.  
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REQUIRED TEXTS 

Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life 

Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God  

Rowan Williams, Resurrection: Interpreting the Easter Gospel 

All other texts will be supplied by the instructor on Brightspace. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Participation and Reading Notes (150 pts):  

The aim of participation is public deliberation, working out together what we think or should 

think about each topic or issue.  Each individual student will be responsible to participate in the 

course sessions. To aid in fulfilling this requirement, students will collectively contribute to 

reading notes prior to each class discussion. Each data collection group will have a different task 

each week. For each of the four modules in this course, groups will rotate, performing the 

following functions with respect to the reading on the course blog: 

- Summarize (Due Saturdays and Tuesdays midnight) Students are responsible for 
summarizing (a) the author’s main point or argument and (b) the evidence and reasoning 
he or she uses in supporting that argument. 

- Question (Due Mondays and Wednesdays 5pm) Students must ask two questions 
and venture some possible answers or responses to at least one of their own questions. 

- Conclude (Due Tuesdays and Thursdays midnight) These students must briefly 
summarize the class discussion and indicate (a) something they learned, (b) a response to 
one of the questions posted prior to class based on the class discussion and (c) a 
question they still have. 

- Observe Students must still read texts, familiarize themselves with their peers’ pre-class, 
virtual conversation, and participate in discussion, but will not be required to write.    

 
Each post should be approximately 200 words. The class will assume everyone has done the reading 
and understood its main points, with the main goal being to go further and chase down the 
questions and reflections that YOU bring to the table. Students will be assigned points out of 50pts 
(10pts per reading) for each module in which he/she is not an observer. Grades will only be 
explicitly tied to the reading notes, but the instructor reserves the right to raise your overall course 
grade by as much as one-half letter if your contribution substantially blesses your classmates and/or 
lower your overall course grade by the same if your demeanor detracts from the class (this includes 
observation weeks!) 
 
2. Cultural Geography Research Project:  
 
This course is organized around two primary foci: (1) bringing texts from social theory and 
philosophy into dialogue with theology in order to understand the role of space in the creation of 
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categories of neighbor and stranger and (2) a collective project using research methodologies of 
cultural geography to learn to critically observe space by analyzing IWU’s use of space and making 
recommendations for alternative organizations that would improve community, intimacy, and 
diversity. Students will be expected to do work outside of class but some class sessions will be 
devoted to the project as well. The project is organized into five phases: 
 

a. Data Collection (200 pts) 
 

I. Participant Observation (Everyone) (100 pts) 
All students will engage in participant observation. This will require students to 
inhabit the posture of a researcher or observer on a regular basis, including taking 
frequent field notes on relevant events. Students should create a small, portable 
notebook designates for the purpose of recording notes on the spot rather than 
expect that they will remember information. Students should type up notes into full 
sentences and paragraphs on a regular basis (every 1-3 days) and post the notes 
weekly (by Sunday at midnight) to the course blog in the category “participant 
observation” beginning January 21st and ending March 4th for a total of 7 posts. 
The post due February 18th should include observations from the Day of 
Common Learning. 
 
Strategies and instructions for participant observation will be discussed in class. A 
rubric explaining how field notes will be evaluated will be provided. 
 

II. Other Research Method (100 pts – group grade) 
In addition to participant observation, students will join a group that explores 
questions of space at IWU using one of the following methods. 

o Interviews/Surveys/Questionnaires 
o Mapping and Diagraming 
o Focus Groups 
o Artifact analysis (promotional material; songs; website; landscape; syllabi) 

Instructions and evaluation rubrics for each method will be provided to the 
appropriate groups. Each group is responsible to publish the data from their study 
on the course blog in the appropriate category by March 13th.   

 
b. Literature Review (200 pts) 

 
When conducting research, it is customary to do a literature review as well as to 
adopt a specific theoretical framework within which one will make sense of data. The 
literature review for this class will include both dimensions. Students will (a) indicate 
a particular topic emerging from the data they have collected during their field work 
at IWU and summarize the theoretical framework of a certain thinker explored in the 
course according to which the phenomenon might be analyzed (e.g. Agamben, 
Kristeva, Foucault), (b) collect and summarize studies on the phenomenon and on 
other phenomena that have used this framework, and (c) imagine how putting these 
two together might provide a different perspective. Paper should be 2,000-2,500 
words. Due midnight March 15th.  
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c. Analysis and Interpretation (200 pts) 

 
Based on the code pages created in class, choose 2-3 related themes to analyze and 
interpret. At least one of these must come from a code not developed by your group. 
Read through all notes related to these codes and try to identify themes, patterns, 
contrasts. What themes and patterns emerge? What are the central questions, issues, 
or concerns? Are there significant differences or contrasts between methods or 
populations? Explain what you see in the data, then venture an interpretation of 
what you think these patterns or differences etc. might be about by relating it to 
theories discussed in class. More information TBA. Paper should be 2,000-2,500 
word paper to be submitted by midnight April 5th.  

 
d. Theological Response Paper (200 pts) 

 
How does the church use spatial concepts to construct ideals for diverse 
community? How does a theological ideal for diverse community translate into 
spatial organization? How can these ideals be applied to IWU? Use scripture and 
sources from Christian theology, architecture, art, and/or spirituality in making your 
argument. This phase of the project will take the form of a 2,000-2,500 word paper. 
More information TBA. Submitted individually by the time of the exam for this 
class. 
 

e. Presentation (50 pts – group grade) 
 

TBD 
 

Extra Credit: 
Luther Lee Lecture (Beth Felker-Jones). Details TBA. 

 

GRADING 

 

Letter grades are calculated and assigned in light of the university’s policy concerning grading and evaluation. 

 

A 94-100% A- 90-93% B+ 87-89% B 84-86% 

B- 80-83% C+ 77-79% C- 70-73% C 74-76% 

D+ 67-69% D 64-66% D- 60-63% F 59% and Below 

Late Assignments: Each day past the due date, assignments will automatically be deducted half a letter grade per 

day. After five days past the due date, assignments will not be accepted and will receive no points. 

 

Absences and Tardiness: All other absence must be officially excused. Excused absences are issued in cases of 

illness, family emergencies, and university-related business. Absences for university-related business must come in 

advance with notification being from the supervisor for that particular experience. Except in cases of emergency, 

notice of your absence from class should come in advance of the meeting time for that particular class session. In the 

case of emergencies, such notification should simply come as soon as is convenient. Students may be absent one 

class without excuse, without a penalty. Each additional absence will receive a 10% deduction from the participation 
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grade. If students are absent more than five classes without excuse they must drop the course or will fail. If a student 

is late more than ten minutes three times, this counts as an unexcused absence. 

COURSE OUTLINE:   

Making Space 

(Reading Notes: Artifact Analysis - Summary; Interviews – Questions; Mapping – Responses; Focus 
Groups – Observe) 

Jan 11 –Sheldrake, “A Sense of Place” 

Jan 16 – [Project Session – Focus Group and Participatory Diagramming for raising research 
questions; Introducing Participant observation] 

Jan 18 – Massey, “A Global Sense of Place” 

 

Inside/Outside 

(Reading Notes: Interviews - Summarize; Mapping – Questions; Focus Groups – Conclude; Artifact 
Analysis – Observe) 

Jan 23 – Agamben, Homo Sacer, Pt. I, chs. 1 & 2 | [Project Session – Additional Participant 
Observation Methods] 

Jan 25 – Agamben, Homo Sacer, Pt. II 

Jan 30 – Agamben, Homo Sacer, Pt. III 

Feb 1 – TBA (no reading) 

Feb 6 - Julia Kristeva, Powers of Horror ch. 4 (ch.  optional) 

Feb 8 – Sheldrake, “Place in Christian Tradition” 

Feb 13 – Day of Common Learning 

 

Confined Spaces 

(Reading Notes: Mapping - Summarize; Focus Groups – Question; Artifact Analysis – Conclude; 
Interviews – Observe) 

Feb 15 – Foucault, Madness and Civilization, ch. 1 

Feb 20 – Foucault, Madness and Civilization, chs. 2 & 8 

Feb 22 – Foucault, “Panopticism” 

Feb 27 – Sheldrake, “The Practice of Place: Monastery and Utopia” 
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March 1 – Sheldrake, “The Mystical Way: Transcending Places of Limit”  

March 6 - Spring Break 

March 8 - Spring Break 

 

Colonized Spaces 

(Reading Notes: Focus Groups - Summarize; Artifact Analysis – Question; Interviewers – Conclude; 
Mapping – Observe) 

March 13 –Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God, Intro and Ch. 1 

March 15 – [Project Session – Analysis] LIT REVIEW DUE 

March 20 – Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God, Chs. 2 & 3 

March 22 – [Project Session – Analysis]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

March 27 – Willie Jennings, “White Space and Literacy” 

March 29 – Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God, Ch. 5 

April 3 – Willie Jennings, “Those Near Belonging” 

 

Hospitable Spaces 

(Reading Notes: Artifact Analysis - Summarize; Interviewers – Questions; Mapping – Conclude; Focus 
Groups – Observe) 

April 5 – Mireille Rosello, “Conviviality and Pilgrimage: Hospitality as Interruptive Practice” 
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION DUE 

April 10 - Rowan Williams, Resurrection, chs. 1-2 

April 12 – Rowan Williams, Resurrection, chs. 3-5 

April 17 – [Project Session - Presentation] 

April 19 – Celebration of Scholarship  

 

Exam week – THEOLOGY PAPER DUE 


