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Course Description 
While we rarely realize it, rhythm acts as a conductor for all sorts of human relationships. Rhythm 
communicates emotion and holds large groups of people together through practices like dance, 
ritual, or protest. It forms our experience of space-time, which determines how we view and relate 
to God and the world at large.  It is the channel of communication between mind and body and its 
form distinguishes physical and mental health from illness. Rhythm is that which is formed in 
particular ways to encourage certain virtues, vices, and ways of being in and perceiving the world. As 
such, rhythm is arguably an important dimension of any approach to ethics concerned with 
formation, including Christian ethics. Understanding how certain rhythms encourage certain 
dispositions and behaviors and discourage others is an important dimension of constructing 
arguments about which routines, institutions, practices, habits, etc. should be proposed by a 
Christian ethic. 
 
While this research tutorial gives students an opportunity to explore this topic with Dr. Eikelboom, 
it is also an opportunity for students to learn and practice the research skills that they will need for 
their senior projects, graduate school, and other professional contexts. Much of the focus will 
therefore be on the development and analysis of these skills, with the material functioning as an 
opportunity for practice. The material is organized into four modules: rhythm in our relationship to 
God, ourselves, others, and the world at large. Different groups of students will be responsible for 
one of these modules, during which they will practice skills like identifying useful information within 
a larger body of text, developing goals for their research, devising strategies to reach those goals, and 
evaluating their effectiveness. The module will also serve as the general topic for students’ final 
research projects, which they will write individually but disseminate as a group. 
 

Course Outcomes and Goals 
By participating in and completing the course requirements, students should achieve the following 
course outcomes and demonstrate growth in the following course goals –  
 
Course Outcomes 
Students should be able to: 



1. Articulate the process of theological research from surveying a field to dissemination of research. 

2. Situate the topic of rhythm within academic discourse on Christian ethics. 

3. Identify, navigate and query the relevant literature pertaining to one’s relationship to God, self, 
world, or other. 

 
Course Goals 
Students should develop: 

1. Skills of both skimming and patient and careful reading, conceptual analysis, and theological 
imagination. 

2. Written and oral communication skills. 

3. The capacity to analyze and evaluate their approach to various research tasks, and to adjust as 
necessary. 

4. An appreciation for the significance of rhythm for their own relationships with God, world, self, 
and others. 

 

Required Texts 
Two of the following texts, as per the instructor’s directions: 
 
Julia Kristeva, Black Sun 
Nigel Thrift, Non-Representational Theory: Space, Politics, Affect 
Martin Munro, Different Drummers: Race and Rhythm in the Americas 
Emma O’Donnell, Remembering the Future 
 

Course Requirements 
 

1. Class module creation and execution (300 pts). Students will form groups around one 
of the four modules of the course and prepare readings and discussions for that module 
(four 45-minute blocks of time) together. Through this process, students will learn 
research skills like identifying useful information within larger bodies of text, making 
decisions about what they want a text to accomplish, asking questions that move them 
towards a research goal, and implementing, analyzing, and adapting a research strategy. 

• Step 1: Proposed topic and readings  

• Step 2: Module proposal (submit together with revised topic/readings)  
a. Draft 
b. With Revisions 

• Step 3: Execution (four sessions) (group grade) 

• Step 4: Peer-assessment feedback (individual grade) 
 

2. Book Review (200 pts): Students will write a review of one text assigned to one of the 
three modules other than that which the student is constructing. Book reviews should be 
between 1,000 and 2,000 words. More information to follow. 

• Extra credit: peer-review feedback on book reviews from students’ own module. 
 



3. Fieldtrip Report (50 pts): The class will be travelling to the Rhythm Discovery Center, 
where students will have the opportunity to use the museum to do research on the way 
in which rhythm has functioned in a particular society’s communication and cultural 
development. Students will give an informal 5-10-minute presentation during dinner 
after the fieldtrip and write a 500-word report on the trip. More information to follow. 
 

4. Participation: There are no points allotted to participation in this course. However, 
students may earn extra-credit if the instructor notices particularly strong class 
participation, defined as participation during class that helps other students participate or 
helps the class move forward as a whole. Behaviors that may count towards particularly 
strong class participation include active listening (summarizing what another student has 
said, asking non-combative follow-up questions), summarizing where a discussion is at a 
particular point and/or asking a question of the class that takes the discussion to the 
next step. Likewise, behavior that seriously diminishes discussion, including non-
attendance, sleeping, being distracted by technology, and disrespect to other participants 
will result in points deducted from a student’s overall grade. 

 

5. Research Process Journal (100 pts): Students will write journal entries reflecting on 
their research process at several points throughout the course. In particular, students will 
write a reflection after each individual activity, group meeting, and class section (at least 
8) related to the construction of their module (see handout). Students will also be 
periodically asked to write journal entries in and outside of class on other dimensions of 
their research process. Students should bring journals to class. 

 
6. Peer Editing (50 pts): With direction from the instructor, students will edit each other’s 

work for the collective dissemination of the final research project. Each student will be 
responsible for editing another student’s paper for clarity, grammar, organization, and 
content. Students will be evaluated both on the basis of their ability to identify and 
correct writing errors, and on the basis of providing specific and constructive feedback 
and questions on content, which help their classmate develop his/her thought.  

 

7. Final research project (300 pts): Students will research for and write their final research 
project independently, but will disseminate this research collectively as part of a self-
published edited volume. Students will complete the project in steps and receive 
feedback, but the project will not be graded until completion. Nevertheless, in grading 
the final project, the instructor will take into account both the final product and process 
(the student’s ability to incorporate feedback from instructor and peers). Final papers 
should be between 3,000 and 4,000 words in length (excluding footnotes). 

• Proposal  

• Annotated bibliography and outline 

• Draft  

• Revisions  

• Dissemination 
 

Grading: 



Letter grades are calculated and assigned in light of the University’s policy concerning grading and evaluation.  
 
A 94-100% C 74-76% 
A- 90-93% C- 70-73% 
B+ 87-89% D+ 67-69% 
B 84-86% D 64-66% 
B- 80-83% D- 60-63% 
C+ 77-79% F 59% and Below 

 
Academic Honesty/Plagiarism:  
Any form of academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism is deemed to be a serious violation of the fabric of our 
character as a community. As a result, any confirmed case of academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism will be 
referred to the John Wesley Honors College Committee in order that his or her further standing in that 
community can be reviewed. Confirmed cases of academic dishonesty/plagiarism are also submitted to the 
Academic Affairs Office of the College of Arts and Sciences and are thus subject to further review from that 
office.  
 
Late Assignments:  
With the exception of assignments related to module-construction, which are time-sensitive and require 
immediate feedback, students may submit assignments any time on the day of submission (i.e. before 
midnight). Students will receive a 5% penalty for each day that an assignment is late. 
 
Absences:  
Students may take one unexcused absence without penalty. All other absences must be excused, either 
officially by the university or in advance by the professor (except in the case of emergencies, in which case 
notification should simply come as soon as is convenient). The professor will grant absence for illness, official 
academic or university events, or serious family matters (illness, divorce, etc). The professor will not grant 
absence for other events (e.g. concerts) or travel plans. Students will receive a 2% reduction of their overall 
grade for each subsequent unexcused absence.  
 
Students with Disabilities:  
In an effort to meet the aspiration of its mission to develop world changers and to respect federal law, 
Indiana Wesleyan University provides reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Students 
need to self-identify in order to be eligible for such accommodations.  In partnership with faculty members 
and administrators, this process is coordinated by staff members in the Center for Student Success.  Please 
contact Mr. Nathan Herring (Student Center 220, x2257) for further assistance.   
 
Library Information: 
Jackson Library specializes in the academic resources you need for your papers and projects:  books, eBooks, 

streaming video, DVDs, scholarly journal articles, and so much more.  If you need help finding the best 

information, contact a research librarian:  

·  Call us at:     765-677-2603 
·  Email us at:  jacksonlibrary@indwes.edu 
·  “Chat” at:     Library.indwes.edu 
· See our:        Research Guides  linked on our homepage 
· Get help at:  http://indwes.libguides.com/researchservices 

 
Inclement Weather:  
 

https://webmail.indwes.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f5d9699a64334ef48fecabc08b57f8d4&URL=mailto%3ajacksonlibrary%40indwes.edu
https://webmail.indwes.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f5d9699a64334ef48fecabc08b57f8d4&URL=http%3a%2f%2findwes.libguides.com%2fhomepage%2f
https://webmail.indwes.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f5d9699a64334ef48fecabc08b57f8d4&URL=http%3a%2f%2findwes.libguides.com%2findex.php
https://webmail.indwes.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f5d9699a64334ef48fecabc08b57f8d4&URL=http%3a%2f%2findwes.libguides.com%2fresearchservices


In the case of a winter storm warning, class will be cancelled. Notification of that cancellation will come via e-
mail at least one hour prior to the time the class is scheduled to meet. The canceled class session will be re-
scheduled for a later date and time that works for both the students and the professor.  

 

Course Outline 
 
Week 1 
Sept 6 
 
Sept 8 

 
Introductions and setting up module groups 
 
Course policy discussions 
 

Week 2 
Sept 13 
 
Sept 15 

 
READING SELECTIONS DUE 
 
Reading: James Bunn, Wave Forms, Introduction 
 

Week 3 
Sept 20 
 
Sept 22 
 

 
Reading: Amittai Aviram, “The Meaning of Rhythm” 
 
MODULE PROPOSAL DUE 
(Research Skill: Instructions for Research Project Proposal) 
 

Week 4 
Sept 27 
 
 
 
Sept 29 
 

 
Module 1: Rhythm and our Relationship to God 
Reading: Embodied Liturgy, p 29-44; 91-108 
(Second half of class: Research Skill: Instructions for Research Project Proposal) 
 
Module 1: Rhythm and our Relationship to God 
Reading: The Liturgical Year, chs. 1-3; Embodied Liturgy, ch. 1 
RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE 
(Second half of class: Research Skill: Annotated Bibliography and outline) 
 

Week 5 
Oct 4 
 
 
 
Oct 6 
 

 
Module 1: Rhythm and our Relationship to God 
Reading: Remembering the Future, chs. 1-2 
(Second half of class: Research Skill: The Book Review) 
 
Module 1: Rhythm and our Relationship to God 
Reading: Remembering the Future, ch. 9 

Week 6 
Oct 11 
 
 
 
 
Oct 13 

 
Module 2: Rhythm and our Relationship to Ourselves 
Reading: Black Sun, pp.3-15; 21-22 
REMEMBERING THE FUTURE BOOK REVIEW DUE 
(Second half of class: Research Skill: Introduction to Peer Review) 
 
Dr. Eikelboom at Conference 



Week 7 
Oct 18 
 
 
 
Oct 20 
 

 
Module 2: Rhythm and our Relationship to Ourselves 
Reading: “Emotional Regulation,” “Comparing Treatment” 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY AND OUTLINE DUE 
 
Early Friday/Fall Break – No Class 

Week 8 
Oct 25 
 
 
 
Oct 27 
 

 
Module 2: Rhythm and our Relationship to Ourselves 
Reading: Rule of St. Benedict (VII, XVI, XXXVIII, XLVIII, KXIX, LXXII, 
LXXIII); No Greater Love pp. 1-17, 114-17; Psalm 13, Job 1-2,42 
 
Module 2: Rhythm and our Relationship to Ourselves 
Reading: “Effects of Prayer,” “Trust-Based Beliefs” 
 

Week 9 
Nov 1 
 
 
 
Nov 3 
 

 
Interview with Dr Runyan 
Reading: TBA 
BLACK SUN BOOK REVIEW DUE 
 
NO CLASS - FIELD TRIP NOV 5th 
 

Week 10 
Nov 8 
 
 
Nov 10 
 

 
Module 3: Rhythm and our Relationship to Others 
Reading: Different Drummers, pp. 78-118; 149-157; 222-226 
 
Module 3: Rhythm and our Relationship to Others 
Reading: The Fierce Urgency of Now, pp. 33-56; This is How We Flow, pp. 54-62; 87-97 
RESEARCH PROJECT DRAFT DUE 
(Second half of class: Research Skill: Peer Review Practice) 
 

Week 11 
Nov 15 
 
 
Nov 17 
 

 
Module 3: Rhythm and our Relationship to Others 
Reading: Finding You, Finding Me, pp. 101-107; 117-125 
 
Module 3: Rhythm and our Relationship to Others 
Reading: Closer Together, Further Apart, pp. 39-57; 105-131 
PEER REVIEW FEEDBACK ON RESEARCH PROJECT DUE 
 

Week 12 
Nov 22 
 
 
Nov 24 
 

 
Dr. Eikelboom at Conference 
DIFFERENT DRUMMERS BOOK REVIEW DUE 
 
Thanksgiving Break – No Class 

 
 

 
 



Week 13 
Nov 29 
 
 
 
 
Dec 1 
 

 
Module 4: Rhythm and our Relationship to the World 
Reading: Listen to the Love&Radio episode “The Neighborhood” and one other 
episode of 99% Invisible from the provided list. Record a rhythm in your 
environment and bring to class. 
 
Module 4: Rhythm and our Relationship to the World 
Reading: Rhythmanalysis, pp. 29-65 
 

Week 14 
Dec 6 
 
 
Dec 8 
 

 
Module 4: Rhythm and our Relationship to the World 
Reading: The Spell of the Sensuous, ch. 2 
 
Module 4: Rhythm and our Relationship to the World 
Reading: Non-Representational Theory, chs 5 & 7 
FINAL PROJECT REVISIONS DUE 

 
Final 
 

 
FINAL PROJECT DISSEMINATION DUE 
NON-REPRESENTATIONAL THEORY BOOK REVIEW DUE 

  


